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Geography 

Key word Definition Visual 

Erosion 

Erosion is when wind or water wears 
away the land. 

 

Coasts 

The coast is where the land meets the 
sea. 

 

Weathered 

Rocks that have been broken down by 
wind, rain, or ice. 

 

Landforms 

Shapes on the Earth like cliffs, beaches, 
and hills. 

 

Coastline 

The edge of the land next to the sea. 
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Transportation 

When water moves rocks and sand to 
a new place. 

  

 
 

History 

Key word Definition Visual 

Monach A king, queen or emperor.  

Elizabeth the 1st 

Queen of England and Ireland from 1558 until 
her death, known as the last Tudor monarch 
and the "Virgin Queen" for never marrying.    

Government 
The group of people who officially control the 

country.  

Protestant  A Christian not of a Catholic Church.   

Catholic A member of a Catholic church.  

Conformity 
The process whereby people change their 
beliefs, attitudes or actions.   
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PSHE 

Key word Definition Visual 

Tolerance 

Accepting and respecting differences in 
others, such as their beliefs, culture, race, or 
opinions, even if they are different from your 
own.  

Hate Crime 

A crime that is committed against someone 
based on their race, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability, or other characteristics.  

Menstrual Cycle 

The regular, recurring process that occurs in 
the female reproductive system, typically 
lasts about 28 days.  

Teamwork 

Working together with others towards a 
common goal. It involves cooperating, 
communicating, and supporting each other to 
achieve a shared objective.  

Communication 

The process of sharing information, thoughts, 
and ideas with others. It involves speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing.  
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Environmental 

The natural world around us, including the air, 
water, land, plants, animals, and ecosystems. 
It also includes the human-made 
surroundings, such as buildings, roads, and 
cities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art 

Key word Definition Visual 

PE 

Key word Definition Visual 

Control  

The ability to keep possession of the ball 
and handle it effectively. 

 

Accuracy target 

Hitting or throwing the ball where you intend 
it to go. 

 

Movement 

How you move your body to create space or 
react quickly. 

 

Positioning  

Being in the right place at the right time to 
attack or defend. 

 

Communication 

Talking and working with others to improve 
teamwork and performance. 

 



Year 8 Key words 
Summer 1 
2025-26 

Composition Composition is how items are arranged in a 
picture or photograph. 

 

Texture It refers to the surface quality of an artwork, 
describing how it feels—or appears to feel—to 
the touch. 

 

Movement It refers to the path the viewer's eye follows 
through a composition, or the literal, physical 
movement of an artwork. 

 

Blending The technique of merging two or more colors 
or tones to create seamless transitions, soft 
edges, and increased realism. 

 

Evaluation It is the critical process of analyzing, 
interpreting, and judging an artwork. 

 

Atmosphere It refers  to the emotional, psychological, or 
environmental mood—such as tranquility, 
mystery, or tension. 

 

 
 
 
 

RE 

Key word Definition Visual 

Gurdwara  

A Sikh place of worship. 
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Temple 

 A place of worship in Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Sikhism, and some other faiths.​
 

 

Mandir 

 A Hindu temple. 

 

Mosque 

 A Muslim place of worship.​
 

 

Synagogue 

 A Jewish place of worship. 
 

 

Altar  

A sacred table used in Christian and Hindu 
worship 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 

Key word Definition Visual 

Insulator 
An insulator is a material that does not allow 
electric current or heat to pass through it 
easily. 

 

Conductor 
A conductor is a material that allows electric 
current or heat to pass through it easily. 
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Current 
Current is the flow of electric charge through 
a material. 

 

Repel 
Repel means to push away. 
 
In science, it describes how the same charges 
or magnetic poles push away from each 
other. 

 

Attract 
Attract means to pull toward. 
 
In science, it describes how opposite charges 
or magnetic poles pull toward each other.  

 
 

Drama 

Key word Definition Visual 

Commedia 

Dell’Arte 

Comical theatre based from Italy in the 
1500’s. 

 

Comedy 

A piece of writing is funny if it is a comedy. 

 

Body language 

Changing the shape or movement of the 
body to communicate mood or character. 

 

Crosstalk 

Banter between two characters that 
sometimes overlaps 

 

Pace 

The speed at which the play is moving 
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Computing 

Key word Definition Visual 

Code 

Instructions in a computer program 

 

Micro:bit 

A micro:bit is a tiny, pocket-sized computer. 

 

Device 

A piece of equipment or a tool that is used 
for a specific purpose or job.  

Input 

Signal going into an electronic system. 

 

Output 

Signal that comes out of an electronic 
system. 

 

 
 
 

Food Technology 

Key word Definition Visual 

Eatwell guide The UK guideline that shows what types of 
food to eat to be healthy 

    

Healthy eating Balanced diet rich in fruit, vegetables, 
proteins, dairy and carbohydrates. 

          

Recipe The steps to follow to cook a meal 
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Science The study of the world around us by asking 
questions, making observations, and doing 
experiments to find answers            

Prediction A smart guess about what will happen next in 
a story or experiment 

            

Chemical 
reaction 

When two or more substances mix and 
change into a new, different substance or 
changed one to another  

     

Pasteurisation It is a special way of heating up food—most 
commonly milk—to make it safer to eat and 
drink. It kills harmful germs (bacteria) that 
can make us sick, without boiling the food or 
changing its taste. 

        

 
 
 


